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A musical feast for an entire season 
featuring the premiers of seven commissioned works 

by renowned composers and performed by brilliant musicians. 

An unforgettable experience!
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GCAC.org

Supporting and advancing 
the arts and cultural fabric 
of Columbus.

ColumbusMakesArt.com/public-art

EXPL   RE

Feather Point by Olga Ziemska

Reproduction of a Walt Neil painting  
by artists Adam Brouillette, Francesca Miller,  
Tau Murphy, and Shelbi Harris-Roseboro.

A PROJECT OF IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

ColumbusMakesArt.com and the public art database 
is a project of the Greater Columbus Arts Council.

This project was supported  
in part by a grant from the

Ogun by Steve Bush

The Greater Columbus Arts Council is supported by

To search public art statewide go to artsinohio.com/public-art.

Murals, sculptures, fountains,  
historic theaters and much  
more are searchable at  
ColumbusMakesArt.com/public-art.
Explore new neighborhoods, discover your favorite library’s collection, 
learn about public art tours (NEW!) or just get to know the wonderful 
variety of public art in central Ohio—our city’s collection is growing all 
the time!

Search by location, artist name, type of art or any keyword and help us 
make the database even better by sending your photos and details.

Get involved–  
add your pics!

The Greater Columbus Arts Council congratulates  
Chamber Music Columbus on 75 years!

Download the ARTWALKS app  
to explore public art on your 
mobile device!



Seventy-five years ago, 
Harry S. Truman was President of the United States.  Howard 
Bevis was President of The Ohio State University. A complete 
performance of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony was performed on TV 
for the first time.  The performers, Arturo Toscanini conducting the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra, the chorus conducted by Robert Shaw. 
Hughes Hall, named after Dr. Royal Hughes, faculty member, was the 
first home of the School of Music built on the campus of Ohio State.  
And James Cain established Prestige Concerts (now Chamber 
Music Columbus) with the first concert presented on November 29, 
1948 in the Little Theater of the Columbus Gallery of Fine Arts.  

As a youngster, Cain fell in love with classical music by volunteering 
as an usher, among other jobs, for the Columbus Philharmonic.  
This cemented his life long love of music. It is interesting to note 
the intertwining of Prestige Concerts, the Columbus Philharmonic, 
WOSU and The Ohio State University, all came together with the life 
of James Cain.  

Personalizing the story, I was born in 1948.  I came to Columbus in 
1970 at the invitation of Dr. Donald E. McGinnis, who played during 
the first season of Prestige Concerts and was who I studied with 
at The Ohio State University.  My advisor, Robert Titus, was a long-
time member of Chamber Music Columbus. I am one of many 
who have reaped the benefits of the collaboration created by the 
establishment of what is now Chamber Music Columbus.

So here we are seventy-five years later continuing the tradition of 
bringing the finest chamber music to the Columbus community 
supported by an energetic volunteer board and an engaged 
audience of music lovers!

Thank you to the many patrons, volunteers and musicians who 
have made it possible for the series to continue.  Let the tradition 
continue for many years to come!

Katherine Borst Jones, President

1

TRUSTEES
Katherine Borst Jones, President
Charles C. Warner, Vice President & 
    Chair of Development Committee
Rosemary Ebner Pomeroy, Secretary
Steven Helmick, Treasurer
John Deliman
Cheryl Dring
Doug Jones
Cora Kuyvenhoven
Lakeisha Hilton
Taylor Hallowell, 75th Anniversary  
    Chair
Justin Johnston, Program Chair
Mark Krausz, Marketing Chair
Jeanette Mira, Sales Chair
Barbara Muller
Karen Peeler, Hospitality Chair
Debbie Price, Education & 
    Engagement Chair
Matthew Schott, Grants Chair
Jay Weitz, Program Annotator

PRESS INQUIRIES
Please contact Mark Krausz
614-306-1875
mark.krausz@cmcolumbus.org

ALL OTHER INQUIRIES
info@cmcolumbus.org
614-267-2267
ChamberMusicColumbus.org
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About Our Cover
The rim of the plate represents the 
proscenium of the Southern Theatre, our 
home for all of our 75th season concerts.



Our Mission

Statement of 
Non-Discrimination
Chamber Music Columbus has adopted, and adheres 
to, a written policy that prohibits discrimination 
against recipients of charitable services, volunteers, 
or in employment practices, on the basis of 
race, color, ethnicity, age, religion, gender, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, disability, national 
origin, ancestry, veteran status, marital status, 
family status or genetic information and complies 
with all local, state and federal non-discrimination 
requirements.

75th Anniversary Committee
Taylor Hallowell, Chair
Katherine Borst Jones
Cora Kuyvenhoven
Rosemary Pomeroy
Debbie Price

Editorial Team
Editor – Mark Krausz

Feature Writers
Sara Barton   
Lakeisha Hilton 
Taylor Hallowell  
Samuel Jacobson

Creative Contributors
Orbit Design, design & production
Rosemary Pomeroy
Steve Wilhelm, photography
Stephen Wolfe, photography
Matt Benz, and the staff of Ohio History Connection

As we enter our 75th season, we are committed 
more than ever to our mission of enriching the 
cultural life of central Ohio through the love and 
celebration of chamber music. We continue to fulfill 
this mission by inspiring the community through 
the presentation of renowned chamber music 
ensembles from around the world and by engaging 
the community through educational programming 
that promotes chamber music as an art form.

Our live concerts will again be presented in the 
world-class setting of the historic Southern Theater. 
The Southern’s national reputation for amenities 
and acoustics makes it a favored destination for 
artists as well as music lovers. That reputation has 
been enhanced by their untiring efforts to make 
sure that the Southern provides a safe and healthful 
environment.

We also seek to grow the audience for chamber 
music by attracting and educating the public and by 
directly engaging budding young musicians through 
our scholarships and educational programs with 
exceptional visiting artists.

Confident in the belief that even the best are better 
together, we continue to collaborate with other 
local and regional arts organizations for the benefit 
of all and contribute to an unrivaled impact on our 
diverse and talented community.

That we have come this far is a testament to the 
generations of chamber music lovers who continue 
to support us. As you browse our website, we hope 
that you, like so many before, will be inspired to 
enjoy our concerts and support us.

Follow Us on FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

Special Thanks
Much of our written history is available in ebook 
form at ChamberMusicColumbus.org. Our profound 
gratitude to those whose dedication and skills have 
preserved it for the generations.

The 1948-1981 portion of “Chamber Music 
Columbus Concert Artists & Works 1948 – 2019, 
Catalog of All Prestige Concerts and Chamber 
Music Columbus Concerts” was compiled by  
Ivan Mueller and Sheldon Taft. Seasons 1981/1982 to 
the present were compiled by Esther Silverman and 
Jay Weitz.

The history volume was written in two parts.  
Arthur D. Efland wrote the first part (“The First Fifty 
Years: A Brief History of the Columbus Chamber 
Music Society”) in 1997. “And the Ten Years That 
Followed: A Sixtieth Anniversary History of Chamber 
Music Columbus, 1997-2007” was written by  
Jay Weitz.

The volumes were published together in 2007 as 
“Between the Notes: A Sixty Year Journey from 
Prestige Concerts to Columbus Chamber Music 
Society to Chamber Music Columbus.” 

Another bit of history, “The King Journal” is a delightful 
collection of the comments and signatures compiled 
by Edmund King over his decades of love and service 
to Chamber Music Columbus.
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More than 60 years 
before Kickstarter was 
created, Chamber Music 
Columbus (then Prestige 
Concerts) got its start, 
thanks to the skills of a  
recent West High School 
graduate, and 17-year old 
Ohio State University 
student, James N. Cain. 

Cain convinced people to create a system of “guarantors,” 
whereby patrons brought their checkbooks and underwrote 
the organization’s expenses so that each concert season could 
begin debt-free. 

At that time, the 17-year-old saw the need for the “furtherance 
of chamber music” in Columbus. In post-war Columbus, people 
hungered for quality entertainment and Cain’s dream quickly 
became, in today’s parlance, a “smash hit.” Rave reviews and 
Standing Room Only (SRO) crowds were not unusual, although 
the Little Theatre of the Columbus Gallery of Fine Arts was a bit 
smaller than our current home at the Southern Theatre. Notably, 
at a time when others hesitated, we booked some of the most 
talented African American musical artists like Adele Addison, 
soprano, Roland Hayes, tenor, and Shirley Verrett-Carter.  
 
Perhaps because of his own youth, Cain also believed in the 
importance of engaging young people. To quote from the cover 
of the first program booklet, “In addition to the regular evening 
concerts at the Gallery, the Walden four will play a special series 
of afternoon concerts for young people. This undertaking is the 
first of its kind in this country, wherein chamber music is made 
available to young people and students, with interesting, spoken 
program notes, and at popular prices.”

Cain retired as head of Prestige Concerts in 1962 and went on 
to become a nationally respected classical music impresario. 
The fact that we are celebrating our 75th season is a testament 
to his vision and the generations of chamber music lovers who 
have, and continue to support us, with their time, passion, and 
financial support. Cain would be proud. 

1930 – James N. Cain born on 
January 6.

1948 – August 2, Columbus 
Citizen Journal Announces that 
an effort is underway “by James P, 
(sic) and Horace Schwartz of this 
city” to bring a series of concerts 
to the city. 

1948 – First concert featuring 
the Walden String Quartet on 
November 29. Tickets were $2.08 
plus .42 tax for a total price of 
$2.50…about $32 in 2022. (does 
not include fees) 

1949 – Final concert of the first 
season on March 11

1949 – Prestige Concerts officially 
incorporated in the State of Ohio 
on October 8

A Look Back
The Early Years
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The 75th Anniversary Fund
$10,000+
Dr. Richard & Yvonne Heather Burry 
The Peeler family
Grant from OSU College of 
     Arts and Sciences
Charles and Betsy Warner
Carole Wilhelm, 
     In Memory of Robert G. Wilhelm Jr.

$5,000-$9,999
Dan Jensen
Mark Krausz

$2,000 -$4,999
Grant from the Rosemary Pomeroy Fund 
    of the Columbus Foundation
Linda and Edward Royalty

$1,000-$1,999
Taylor Hallowell
Katherine Borst Jones
Edmund King
Anne LaPidus
Barbara McAdam Muller,
   in memory of Merv Muller
Rosemary and Mark Pomeroy

$500-$999
Tricia Herban
Luke and Kelly Schultz

$250-$499
Cindy and John Deliman
Cora Kuyvenhoven and Martin Spencer
David and Betty Meil
Mona Patel
Betty Sawyers
Jan Sorensen
Fred and Marlene Suter

$150-$249 
Henry Brecher
Richard and Yvonne Burry, 
   In Memory of Ed Tausk
Michael Burton
Byron and Barbara Ford
Diana Forrest, In Honor of Fran 
   and Lillian Webb
Doug and Darlene Jones
Ivan and Marianne Mueller  
Jim Roof
Phyllis VanArsdale, In Memory 
   of Barbara Shafer

$75-$149 
Alan Carter 
Mallory Conlin
Janice Dunham, In Memory 
   of Shirley Fitzgerald
Doris and Neil Edwards 
Marilyn Harris
David Hedgecoth
Lakeisha and Jermaine Hilton 
Barbara Keller in memory of 
    Hans-Erich Keller
Barry Liss, In Memory of Stella Kozyris 
Stephen Long
George and Dorothy Pilcher 
Carole Poirier
Lois Rosow
Michael and Tammy Sorenson
Sharon and Eric Walton
Lillian Webb

The Annual Fund 

$5,000-$9,999
Kenneth Coe and Jack Barrow Fund
Mark Krausz 

$2,000 -$4,999
Katherine Borst Jones
Lyman Leathers Fund in memory of
   H. Lee and Evelyn F. Leathers

$1,000-$1,999
Jack and Joan George 
Bill and Linda Habig 
Norma Hedgecoth
Mattlin Foundation
Harold Moellering
Dr. Karl Roth
Betty Sawyers 
Charles and Betsy Warner 

$500-$999
Robert Allen and Diane Weaver 
Patricia Callis and Jim Nicholson 
Mark Crosby
Philip Graham
Jeff Kipnis
Brian Murphy
Dorothy Noyes & Michael Krippendorf 
Robert Redfield & Mary Yerena
Mattlin Foundation
Noyes-Krippendorf Fund
Carole Wilhelm

$250-$499
Nancy and Timothy Donoghue 
John Fowble
Gideon Fraenkel 
Jeff Kipnis
Ji Young McCoy
Mona Patel
Sheldon and Rebecca Taft
Jordy and Jim Ventresca

$150-$249 
Richard and Yvonne Burry, 
    In Memory of Ed Tausk
Lucy and Jeff Caswell 
Doris and Neil Edwards 
Terry Huston
John and Coral Lozier
Ji Young McCoy
Beverly McDonald
Barbara McAdam Muller
Jim Roof
Carol and Craig Young

$75-$149 
Barbara Clapham 
Mallory Conlin
Richard and Linda Gunther Fund
Barbara Keller
Laura and Jim Myers 
George and Dorothy Pilcher 
Carole Poirier
David and Ann Rigney 
Jay Weitz and Esther Silverman

4

Composer Commissions 
and Sponsors
Composer Jaehyuck Choi was 
sponsored by The Ohio State University 
College of Arts and Sciences for a 
composition to be performed by VIVO.

Composer Ching-chu Hu was 
sponsored by Dr. Richard & Yvonne 
Heather Burry to compose a 75th 
anniversary theme to be arranged 
for each concert and for an opening 
performance by the American Brass 
Quintet.

Composer Libby Larsen was co-
commissioned by Schubert Club of 
Minneapolis and Chamber Music 
Columbus for a composition to be 
performed by Bridget Kibbey and Alexi 
Kenney with sponsorship provided 
by Dan Jensen to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of Chamber Music 
Columbus and the 140th anniversary of 
the Schubert Club of Minneapolis. 

Composer Mark Lomax II was 
sponsored by the Peeler Family for a 
composition to be performed by the 
Cavani String Quartet and Louise 
Toppin, soprano. 

Composer Korine Fujiwara was 
sponsored by Carole Wilhelm in 
memory of Robert G. Wilhelm Jr. for a 
composition to be performed by the 
St. Lawrence String Quartet.

Composer Huw Watkins was co-
commissioned by Wigmore Hall and 
Chamber Music Columbus with 
sponsorship provided by Charles and 
Betsy Warner for a composition to 
be performed by the Calidore String 
Quartet. 

Composer Karim Al-Zand was co-
commissioned by Chamber Music 
Columbus and Chamber Music 
Houston for a composition to be 
performed by the Merz Trio.

We gratefully acknowledge 
the generous support of 
those who enable our 75th 
anniversary celebration and 
our continuing mission to 
bring world class chamber 
music to central Ohio.
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Since our founding in 1948,
we have presented... 
1,035  Musicians & Soloists
   428   Amazing Concerts and
       74   Seasons... 

Presenting The



Composers  and Ensembles
< Ching-chu Hu, Composer
Award-winning composer Ching-chu Hu currently calls
Newark, Ohio home but his reputation stretches 
internationally.  Hu plays a pivotal role in celebrating the 
75th Anniversary of Chamber Music Columbus as he is writing 
the musical theme which will be used throughout the year. 
His commissioned fanfare will be performed by the American 
Brass Quintet on October 8. 

Hu says of his commissioned works, “Listen. Feel. Most 
importantly, make sure your fingerprints are all over your 
music.” American Brass Quintet’s fingerprints are sure to 
cover the pages of this exciting fanfare as they proclaim the 
start of the celebrations during the first concert of our regular 
season.”

American Brass Quintet >
Hailed by Newsweek as “the high priests of brass,” the 
American Brass Quintet is internationally recognized 
as one of the era’s premier chamber music ensembles. 
“The most distinguished” of brass quintets (American 
Record Guide), the group has earned its stellar
reputation through its celebrated performances, 
genre-defining commissioned works, and ongoing 
commitment to the education of generations of 
musicians. Since its founding in 1960, the American 
Brass Quintet has performed on five continents, 
made nearly 60 recordings, and premiered more than 
150 contemporary works for brass. “Among North 
American brass ensembles none is more venerable 
than the American Brass Quintet.” – New York Times

Hu says of his commissioned 
works, “Listen. Feel. Most importantly, 
make sure your fingerprints are all 
over your music.” 

“Among North American 
brass ensembles none is more 
venerable than the American 
Brass Quintet.” – New York Times

| Sat. Oct 8, 2022 - 4PM

Presenting our 75th -  a season of Excitement,  Inspiration, Motivation, Creativity
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< Alexi Kenney, Violinist
The recipient of a 2016 Avery Fisher Career 
Grant and a 2020 Borletti-Buitoni Trust Award, 
Alexi Kenney is building a career that defies 
categorization, following his interests, intuition, 
and heart. He is equally at home creating experimental programs and 
commissioning new works, as a soloist with major orchestras in the USA and 
abroad, and collaborating with some of the most celebrated musicians of our 
time.

In tandem with the recent audio release of X Suite, Alexi has released a visual 
album filmed by Mike Grittani at the stunning Donum Estate in Sonoma, 
California, which pairs each of the seven movements of X Suite with seven 
contemporary sculptures by Doug Aitken, Louise Bourgeois, Gao Weigang, 
Subodh Gupta, Jeppe Hein, Richard Hudson, and Jaume Plensa. 

< Libby Larsen, Composer
In her own words, composer Libby Larsen expresses, “Music 
exists in an infinity of sound.  I think of all music as existing in 
the substance of the air itself. It is the composer’s task to order 
and make sense of sound, in time and space, to communicate 
something about being alive through music.” Premiering November 
5, 2022, Larsen’s commission for Chamber Music Columbus is sure 
to impress as she makes sense of sound, in time and space with 
the creative instrumentation of harp (played by Bridget Kibbey) and 
violin (played by Alexi Kenney). Larsen’s inspiration is drawn from 
sounds she hears in her everyday life and rhythms are drawn from 
the cadence of the American language. 

Bridget Kibbey, Harpist >
Called the “Yo-Yo Ma of the harp,” by Vogue Senior Editor Corey Seymour, 
Bridget Kibbey is in demand for her innovative, virtuosic performances that 
expand the expressive range of the harp. As a soloist and collaborator with 
today’s top artists, she crosses genres to emphasize and elevate the harp’s 
role through centuries and cultures of music. 

“A spellbinding, thoroughly honest performance that revealed [Kenney’s] 
architect’s eye for structure and space and a tone that ranges from 
the achingly fragile to full-bodied robustness.” – New York Times

Composers  and Ensembles | Sat. Nov 5, 2022 - 4PM

Vision, Artistry, Passion, Festivity, Zest, Liveliness, Adventure, Beauty, Reflection
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Composers  and Ensembles
< Dr. Mark Lomax
In an assuredly spectacular piece, Ohio-based talent takes 
centerstage with a composition written by Columbus-based 
Dr. Mark Lomax, II for the Cleveland-based Cavani String 
Quartet. The excitement crescendos with the accompaniment 
to the quartet, world-renowned vocalist Louise Toppin, who 
is the exclusive vocalist featured during the season.  Lomax 
draws inspiration from African-American art music, while 
Toppin specializes in concert repertoire of African American 
composers. This collaboration premieres on January 28, 2023. 
For Lomax, “there has never been a time in his life that music 
was not a part of me.” Allow his music to become a part of you.

Cavani String Quartet >
Described by the Washington Post as “ completely 
engrossing, powerful and elegant” the Cavani 
Quartet’s artistic excellence, generous spirit, and 
fervent ambassadorship for great music has placed 
them among America’s greatest string quartets. The 
quartet’s more than thirty year legacy has garnered 
impressive recognition including The Naumburg 
Award, Ohio Governors Award for the Arts, Musical 
America Magazine’s Young Artists of the Year, 
The Cleveland Quartet Award, ASCAP Award for 
Adventurous Programming, two time winner of The 
Guarneri Quartet Award Artistic Excellence, and 
recipients of  more than ten Chamber Music America 
Residency Partnership Grants. 

The Cavani Quartet continues their journey 
maintaining an energetic balance between 
performing cycles of Beethoven and Bartôk quartets, 
collaborating with living composers such as Gabriela 
Lena Frank and Joan Tower, and creating multifaceted 
programming that combines music, poetry, and 
dance.

| Sat. Jan 28, 2023 - 4PM

Enquiry, Fun, Friendship, Celebration, Energy, Affabile, Agitato, Amabile, Animo
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< Louise Toppin, soprano
Louise Toppin, finalist in the Munich International Competition 
and winner of the Metropolitan Opera regional auditions, has 
received critical acclaim for her operatic, orchestral, and oratorio 
performances in the United States, Czech Republic, Scotland, 
Japan, China, Uruguay, Sweden, the Caribbean, Bermuda, 
New Zealand, England, and Spain. She has appeared in recital 
on concert series including Carnegie Hall (Weill Recital Hall), 
Lincoln Center, Merkin Hall, Licieu Theatre in Barcelona, Spain 
and the International Albeniz Festival in Camprodon, Spain.

Photo: Robert Muller



< Korine Fujiwara, Composer
As another composer with strong Ohio roots, Korine Fujiwara 
(who formerly played with a ProMusic Chamber Orchestra and the 
Columbus Symphony Orchestra) is known as a gifted musician 
(violin, viola), composer, and arranger. Fujiwara’s commission will be 
performed on February 18, 2023 by the highly-esteemed St. Lawrence 
String Quartet. This fifth commission of the season will be set apart 
by Fujiwara’s striking ability to create solos for all instruments. 

Montana native Korine Fujiwara is a founding member of the Carpe 
Diem String Quartet, a devoted and sought-after chamber musician 
and teacher, and a gifted composer and arranger.

St. Lawrence String Quartet >
“Modern,” “dramatic,” “superb,” “wickedly 
attentive with a hint of rock ‘n roll energy,” are 
just a few ways critics describe the musical 
phenomenon that is the St. Lawrence String 
Quartet (SLSQ). The Quartet is renowned for 
the intensity of its performances, its breadth 
of repertoire, and its commitment to concert 
experiences that are at once intellectually 
exciting and emotionally alive.

The Quartet is especially dedicated to the 
music of Haydn, recording his groundbreaking 
set of six Op. 20 quartets for a free, universal 
release online as well as for purchase on 
compact disc and high quality vinyl. At 
Stanford, SLSQ is at the forefront of 
intellectual life on campus. It directs the 
music department’s chamber music program, 
and frequently collaborates with other 
departments and runs the Emerging String 
Quartet Program through which they mentor 
the next generation of young chamber 
musicians.

Composers  and Ensembles | Sat. Feb 18, 2023 - 4PM

Ardore, Brio, Capriccio, Soprano, Lieto, Piano, Pizzicato, Presto, Sentito, Vivace
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“not only virtuosity, intelligence, and imagination but also 
extraordinary passion” – New York Times

Photo: Dick Burry

Photo: Marco Borggreve

“Fujiwara’s music is rich and beguiling 
throughout.” – The Columbus Dispatch



Composers  and Ensembles
< Huw Watkins, Composer
As one of two international composers of the season, Huw 
Watkins (of Wales) brings his own perspective to Chamber 
Music Columbus’ 75th anniversary, contributing his deep 
understanding of chamber music as not only a composer, 
but also a storied pianist. 

His work, to be performed by the Calidore String Quartet 
on April 1, 2023 (no joke!) for the American premiere, is 
commissioned in collaboration with Wigmore Hall. The 
Calidore String Quartet, formed in 2010, was winning grand 
prizes at all major competitions for chamber music.  They are 
most notable for their musical expressionism and virtuosity, 
which is sure to be captured in this upcoming performance.

Calidore String Quartet >
The Calidore String Quartet has been praised 
by The New York Times for its “deep reserves of 
virtuosity and irrepressible dramatic instinct.” 
The Los Angeles Times described the quartet 
as “astonishing” and praised its balance of 
“intellect and expression.” The Washington Post 
has said that “Four more individual musicians 
are unimaginable, yet these speak, breathe, 
think and feel as one.” 

Recipient of a 2018 Avery Fisher Career Grant 
and a 2017 Lincoln Center Award for Emerging 
Artists, the Calidore String Quartet first 
made international headlines as winner of 
the $100,000 Grand Prize of the 2016 M-Prize 
Chamber Arts Competition. The quartet was 
the first North American ensemble to win the 
Borletti-Buitoni Trust Fellowship, a BBC Radio 
3 New Generation Artist, and is currently in 
residence with the Chamber Music Society 
of Lincoln Center’s Bowers Program (formerly 
CMS Two).

| Sat. Apr 1, 2023 - 7PM

Excitement,  Inspiration, Motivation, Creativity, Vision, Artistry, Passion, Festivity
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Watkins brings his own perspective to Chamber Music Columbus’ 75th 
anniversary, contributing his deep understanding of chamber music as 
not only a composer, but also a storied pianist

Photo: Steve Gullick

Photo: Robert Muller



< Karim Al-Zand, Composer
The music of Canadian-American composer Karim 
Al-Zand has been called “strong and startlingly 
lovely” (Boston Globe). Chamber Music Columbus’ 
commissioning marathon comes to a close with Karim 
Al-Zand’s work for the engaging and riveting young Merz 
Trio, established in 2016. 

His piece, co-commissioned by Chamber Music Houston, 
will capture Al-Zand’s “strong and startlingly lovely” style to 
complement the “stunning virtuosity… fresh and surprising 
interpretations” (Reading Eagle) of the Merz Trio. The 
performance on May 6, 2023 will punctuate Chamber 
Music Columbus’ 75th anniversary with music drawn from 
Al-Zand’s inspirations: myths and fables, folk music of the 
world, graphic art, spoken word, jazz, film, and his own 
Middle Eastern heritage.

Merz Trio >
Merz Trio are passionately committed to 
reshaping the narrative of classical music 
through vibrantly dynamic programming 
and wide-ranging interdisciplinary 
collaboration. Their narrative programming 
style juxtaposes classical standards, 
new music, and their own arrangements 
of familiar and forgotten works, fluidly 
interwoven and guided with speaking from 
the Trio’s members. Their interdisciplinary 
collaborations include ongoing projects 
with dancer Caroline Copeland, Sandglass 
Puppet Theater, chef David Bouley, and 
videographer Chris Kitchen.

The Trio are equally known for their more immersive integrations of music and text in performance, ranging 
from their recital-theater piece built around Shakespeare’s Macbeth (“Those Secret Eyes”), to their debut 
album interweaving Ravel’s Trio with short pieces, poems, and diaries of the era (“Ink,” August, 2021). In their 
prolific arranging, the Trio are committed to uplifting overlooked voices from history, ranging from Hildegard 
von Bingen to Lili and Nadia Boulanger, from Joséphine Baker to Irish folk melodies. 

Composers  and Ensembles | Sat. May 6, 2023 - 7PM

Zest, Liveliness, Adventure, Beauty, Reflection, Enquiry, Fun, Friendship, Agitato
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“We love this messiness. We play in living rooms and large halls; 
galleries and schools; black box theaters and crypts. 
There are very few places we don’t feel at home.”

Photo: Dereth Phillips

Photo: Dario Acosta
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Jennifer Hambrick – Poet Laureate 
A poet hailed for her “brilliant” imagery, “masterful” 
craftsmanship, and “uniquely” musical voice has been 
engaged to serve as poet laureate for the 75th
anniversary season (2022-23) of the world-class 
Chamber Music Columbus concert series.

“It is an enormous honor to have been invited to write and present 
a series of poems as poet laureate of the 75th anniversary season of 
Chamber Music Columbus.  I am hugely grateful to Katherine Borst 
Jones, board president of Chamber Music Columbus, for extending 
this special commission to me on behalf of Chamber Music Columbus, 
and for giving me free rein to unleash my musical and poetic gifts in 
celebration of this milestone in the history of this special organization.” 
said Hambrick.

As poet laureate of Chamber Music Columbus’ 75th anniversary 
season, she has written a series of seven poems, one for each of the 
2022-23 season’s seven concerts.  The poems unite conceptually 
around the idea of the elements, or raw materials, of chamber music 
– wood, metal, air, hands, beginnings and endings, time, and space: the 
wood and metal of musical instruments, the air essential to singing and 
playing wind instruments (and to life itself), the hands that draw bows 
across strings or press keys and valves, how music emerges from and 
returns to untold depths within us, the time in which music and our 
experiences of it unfold, and the physical space in which every note 
played or sung finds an acoustical home that enables this special type 
of music to resonate (literally and figuratively) among us.

These musical elements serve as guiding metaphors in her poems. As 
such, each element acts as a bridge connecting our experiences with 
music to our experiences in other aspects of the world around us.
Hambrick is a four-time Pushcart Prize and Best of the Net nominee. 
Jennifer Hambrick is the author of the poetry collections In the High 
Weeds, winner of the Stevens Manuscript Award of the National 
Federation of State Poetry Societies; Joyride (Red Moon Press), 
currently shortlisted for The Touchstone Distinguished Books Award 
from The Haiku Foundation; and Unscathed (Night Ballet Press).  

She was featured by former U.S. Poet Laureate Ted Kooser in American 
Life in Poetry; was appointed the inaugural Artist-in-Residence at 
historic Bryn Du Mansion, Granville; and has received numerous awards 
and prizes, including the Sheila-Na-Gig Press Poetry Prize (2020), First 
Prize in the Haiku Society of America’s Haibun Award Competition 
(2018), First Prize in the 2021 Martin Lucas Haiku Award Competition 
(U.K.), and many others.  

Hambrick is a frequent recipient of poetry commissions, and hundreds 
of her poems appear in literary journals and invited anthologies around 
the world. A classical musician, public radio broadcaster, and web 
producer, she lives in Columbus. Visit www.jenniferhambrick.com.

“It is my hope,” said 
Hambrick, “that these 
poems will lift us together 
ever higher into the 
shimmering galaxy of 
chamber music, that they 
will open our ears to the 
hidden melodies of life 
around us, and that they 
will inspire us to listen for 
the hum of humanity within 
each other, to hear the 
music that connects us all.”

Photo: Barb Schwartz
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Save The Dates 
SUN, SEPT  4 – 2:00 p.m.
Bonus Labor Day Weekend Concert featuring an 
original work by Jaeychuk Choi and performed by VIVO 
followed by an on-stage social. (this concert is not part 
of our regular season offerings) (See page 17)
 
SAT, OCT  8  – 4:00 p.m.
Birthday concert featuring a custom fanfare by 
Ching-chu Hu, a poem by Jennifer Hambrick, and an 
original work by composer  Ching-chu Hu performed by 
the American Brass Quintet. A reception at the Westin 
follows.
 
SAT, NOV  5 – 4:00 p.m.
Our second celebration concert features a custom 
fanfare by Ching-chu Hu, a poem by Jennifer Hambrick 
and an original work by composer Libby Larsen with 
Bridget Kibbey, harpist and Alexi Kenney, violinist.
 
SAT, JAN  28 – 4:00 p.m.
Our third celebration concert features a custom fanfare 
by Ching-chu Hu, a poem by Jennifer Hambrick and 
an original work composed by Mark Lomax II and 
performed by the Cavani String Quartet with Louise 
Toppin Soprano. 
 
SAT, FEB  18 – 4:00 p.m.
Our fourth celebration concert features a custom 
fanfare by Ching-chu Hu, a poem by Jennifer Hambrick 
and an original work composed by Korine Fujiwara and 
performed by the St. Lawrence String Quartet. 
 
SAT, APR  1 – 7:00 p.m.
Our fifth celebration concert features a custom fanfare 
by Ching-chu Hu, a poem by Jennifer Hambrick and the 
American premier of a work composed by Huw Watkins 
and performed by the Calidore String Quartet.
 
SAT, MAY  6 – 7:00 p.m.
Karim Al-Zand with Merz Trio
Our final celebration concert features a custom fanfare 
by Ching-chu Hu, a poem by Jennifer Hambrick, 
and an original work composed by Karim Al-Zand 
and performed by the Merz Trio. The concert will be 
followed with  cocktails and hors d’ouvres at the 
Columbus Cultural Arts Center.

Unique fanfare and poem for each concert, brilliant 
composers and renowned musicians and Special Staging 
will provide a dramatic and appealing setting for each of 
our six unique premiers. Anything else? YOU BET!
 
SAT, OCT  8, 2022
Bring your family & friends to the concert to help us kick-off 
our 75th season.
Enjoy an amazing concert followed by 
a reception at the Seneca Room of 
the Westin Hotel. Cocktails and 
heavy hors d’oeuvres along with 
the composer and musician of 
the premier of their original work.
 
ENCORE RECEPTIONS*
We’ll resume our decades-long 
tradition of a post-concert 
event after each concert. 
These lively events provide 
our patrons with the 
opportunity for our patrons
to socialize, meet the 
musicians and get an 
autograph or two for your 
collection. * Subject to 
cancellation should health 
or circumstances warrant.

THE FINALE: 
SAT, MAY  6, 2023
We’ll celebrate this 
memorable season with a 
concert featuring composer 
Karim Al-Zand and the 
Merz Trio. Patrons and our 
talented guest artists can 
then stroll down to the 
nearby Columbus Cultural 
Arts Center for a cocktail 
and hors d’oeuvres social. 
An altogether uplifting 
way to celebrate 75 years  
of professional musical 
excellence. 

The Big Events



Congratulations 
Chamber Music 

Columbus!

Congratulations 
Chamber Music 

Columbus!

Proud to have been 
your classical music 

partner for 75 years.

wosu.org





16

Ticket Information
Every ticket buyer is a valued supporter of the 
Chamber Music Columbus Community.

SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS - ON SALE JUNE 1, 2022
Season subscribers can enjoy all six concerts, in the seating location of your choice (subject to availability) and save 
up to 25% compared to the cost of single tickets. Prior season subscribers have the option to renew their seats from 
the prior season in the upcoming season. 

FLEX SUBSCRIPTIONS
Can’t make all 6 performances?
The FLEX Subscription option offers maximum flexibility with additional savings. Your 4 FLEX tickets can be used in 
any combination for any concert throughout the season. Want to bring 3 friends to a single concert – you can do that, 
too. FLEX tickets can be purchased in multiples of 4. Call the CAPA ticket office at 614-469-0939 to redeem for the best 
available seating or visit the CAPA Ticket Center at 39 East State Street in downtown Columbus. 
 
SINGLE TICKETS go on sale starting August 15 through CBUSArts.com or the CAPA ticket office.

DONATE YOUR UNUSED TICKETS - Call CAPA ticket office, 614-469-0939.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Chamber Music Columbus gift certificates are the perfect holiday, anniversary, or birthday gift for any special 
occasions. Gift certificates are good for any events for which CAPA sell tickets on CBUSArts.com. 
Gift certificates have no expiration date and may be redeemed online at My.CbusArts.com/gift/12. 
Exception: Gift certificates sold on CBUSArts are not valid for Broadway in Columbus tickets.

SPECIAL GROUP, YOUTH, STUDENT, AND MUSIC TEACHER RATES
Groups: Available at all price levels, 15% off, 10 person minimum
• Contact CAPA’s Group Coordinator at 614-719-6900 or the direct email: groups@capa.com
   Child Single Price: $15, all seats, all shows.
• For children under 18
• Available only by calling or visiting the CBUSArts Ticket Center
 
Child Subscription Price: $95 for 6 shows for children under 18

Student Group (OSU D-Tix): $15. No minimum. 2nd Balcony only, any show
• Available through OSU Student Union
Student Rush: $15, best available any show. 2hrs prior. 1 per student ID
Teacher Rush: $15, best available any show. 2hrs prior. 2 per teacher ID

CBUSArts Ticket Center, open Mon-Fri, 10am-3pm and Southern Theatre box office 1 hour prior to concert.  
In Person: 39 East State Street, Columbus, OH
Phone: 614-469-0939
Online: CBUSArts.com

COLUMBUS
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SOUTHERN THEATRE SEATING CHART

Balcony

Mezzanine

Loge

Rear Boxes

Orchestra

Huntington

Pit
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• SUBSCRIBE ONLINE at CBUSArts.com/customer-care/subscriptions
• CALL the CAPA Ticket Center at 614-469-0939
• MAIL the completed order form below and payment to: 
  Chamber Music Columbus c/o CAPA Ticket Center at 39 East State Street, Columbus OH 43215

Season Subscriptions~How to Subscribe

oCheck Enclosed

oCredit Card

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

City/State/Zip__________________________________________

Email_________________________________________________

Phone________________________________________________

CC Number____________________________________________

Exp Date___________________

CVV_______________________

     SEATING LOCATION PER PERSON QTY   SUBTOTAL

   Huntington Circle $293____________________________________________________
   Orchestra $251___________________________________________________
   Loge $251___________________________________________________
   Mezzanine $224___________________________________________________
  Balcony $95___________________________________________________
   FLEX 4 tickets $187___________________________________________________
   Subscription Fee   $10___________________________________________________
   Add a tax-deductible donation for 
   Chamber Music Columbus___________________________________________________
       TOTAL

BONUS! 
Subscription orders received by August 
15, 2022 will also include one additional 
complimentary ticket voucher per 
subscription seat to use during the season 
or gift to a friend.

TICKETS ON SALE 
JUNE 1, 2022



Featuring the world premier of an original composition by Jaehyuck Choi 
commissioned by Chamber Music Columbus, in honor of our founder James N. Cain

and performed by the talented and lively musicians of VIVO.

Labor Day Weekend, Sunday, September 4 at 2:00 p.m.  
@ Southern Theatre

On-site reception for all after the concert
Tickets: $25 regular open seating. $15 for students. (student ID required)

FOR TICKETS: CBUSArts.com or at the box office @ 1pm on Sept 4th
Tickets will be available on June 1, 2022

This concert is not a part of the regular Chamber Music Columbus anniversary season.
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Don’t miss our special Bonus Concert!

COLUMBUS

have teamed up to present

Chamber Music Columbus is nourished and inspired by funding and support 
from our civic and arts community partners. We thank them!

Arts Relief Fund 
Mrs. Robert L. Barnes Endowment Fund
Big Give Matching Fund
James N. Cain Legacy Society
Community Arts Fund
Kenneth L. Coe and Jack Barrow Fund
James J. Conn, M.D. and 
    Virginia Starbuck Conn Fund
Lyman Leathers Fund
Micah Fund
Noyes-Krippendorf Fund
Rosemary Pomeroy Fund
Mary Burnham Thomas Fund 
Lee Shackelford Family Fund

&
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The Ohio State University College of 
Arts and Sciences has commissioned 
Jaehyuck Choi to compose a work 
honoring James Cain - our founder and 
Ohio State University graduate. That work, 
Clarinet Quintet will be premiered as part 
of a joint Chamber Music Columbus and 
VIVO Labor Day Weekend concert on 
Sunday, September 4 at 2:00 p.m.

Born in Seoul on October 31, 1994; Jaehyuck Choi is 
a composer, conductor, and Artistic Director of the 
ensemble blank. After winning the 1st prize of the 
Concours de Geneve in 2017, his works have been 
commissioned and premiered by the ensembles and 
orchestras such as Ensemble Intercontemporain, 
Parker Quartet, L’Orchestre de Chambre de Geneve, 
Seoul Philharmonic, Daejeon Philharmonic, Gyeonggi 
Philharmonic, The Juilliard Orchestra, FontanaMix 
Ensemble, Divertimento Ensemble, and so on. 

Choi was appointed as invited guest and commissioned 
composer by the world-renowned Menuhin 
International Violin Competition (2018), and at the 
Banff Centre for the Arts (2021). In 2022, The House 
Concert in Korea holds his portrait concert, and in 2024, 
the Ensemble SORI will also have portrait concert of his 
music.

In 2018, Choi made his international debut as a 
conductor on Stockhausen’s Gruppen at the Lucerne 
Festival with Sir Simon Rattle and Duncan Ward 
conducting the London Symphony Orchestra and the 
Orchestra of the Lucerne Festival Academy. 

Jaehyuck Choi holds a bachelor of music and master 
of music degrees in composition from The Juilliard 
School, and is continuing his composition studies at 
the Barenboim-Said Akademie.

Jaehyuck Choi ~ Composer
“much sense of expressivity, 
color, movement, motion, and a 
beautiful way of how to display 
energy” - Matthias Pintscher

Lover of paintings and sculptures, 
Choi founded the ensemble blank 
in 2015, which has become one of 
the Korea’s leading contemporary 
music groups. The ensemble blank 
continues to perform under the 
direction of Choi. He makes his 
home in Berlin and in Seoul. 

Photo: Estro Studio
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Composer Ching-chu Hu has been sponsored 
by Yvonne and Richard Burry to compose a 
75th anniversary theme to be arranged for 
each concert and for a premier performance 
by the American Brass Quintet

The fanfare written for the American Brass Quintet will 
be premiered by them on October 8th, 2022 and  will be 
revised for each subsequent ensemble, to be performed 
during their concert through the entire season. The fanfare 
has also been revised for school groups.  

Composer, conductor, and pianist, Ching-chu Hu infuses 
his music with his dual cultural upbringing as a first-
generation born Chinese American. Identity, political, 
social and environmental issues are at the core of his 
music, which has been reviewed as “breathtaking,” 
(allmusic) “richly textured” (Charleston Post and Currier), 
and “incredible” (The Columbus Dispatch). Hu is founder 
of the TUTTI Festival, a weeklong celebration of new art at 
Denison University, where he is Director of the Vail Series 
and the Richard Lucier Endowed Professor of Music. 

Honors include being named the Aaron Copland Fellow 
at the MacDowell Colony for the Arts, composer-in-
residence at the Piccolo Spoleto Festival, guest composer 
at the American Music Week Festival in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
and winner of various grants and competitions, including 
an Ohio Arts Council Individual Excellence Award and an 
American Prize for Chamber Music.

Recent projects include performances of a live soundtrack 
to Charlie Chaplin’s 1925 version of The Gold Rush for 
symphony orchestra, and a soundtrack to Loose Film’s 
award-winning Among Other Things. 

Born in Iowa City, Iowa, Ching-chu Hu studied at Yale 
University, Freiburg Musikhochschule in Freiburg, 
Germany, The University of Iowa, and the University of 
Michigan. 

Ching-chu Hu~ Fanfares with a flourish

The fanfare written for the 
American Brass Quintet will be 
premiered by them on October 
8th, 2022 and  will be revised for 
each subsequent ensemble, to be 
performed during their concert 
through the entire season. The 
fanfare has also been revised for 
school groups.  
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State and federal dollars through the Ohio Arts Council 
support artistic resources throughout the state.

Happy 75th anniversary, Chamber Music Columbus!
Thank you for all you do for the arts in Ohio.



From commissioning original works to presenting outstanding ensembles to engaging 
budding young musicians through our scholarships, your continuing passion and support 
are vital. Please consider Chamber Music Columbus in your planned giving and by donating 
to our 2022-2023 season Annual Fund. 

James N. Cain Legacy Society 
The James N. Cain Legacy Society is named for our founder. The Society offers a non-binding 
donation agreement and is administered by the Columbus Foundation for the enduring 
financial benefit of Chamber Music Columbus. The Society welcomes single or recurring 
donations and bequests.

Planned and Regular Giving

To donate please visit  
ChamberMusicColumbus.org/giving
or mail your check to 
Chamber Music Columbus
PO Box 14445 Columbus, Ohio 43214

For planned giving 
please contact Steve Moore at 
The Columbus Foundation 
614-325-1250

As Chamber Music Columbus embarks on its historic 
75th season we hope that you will be 

inspired by the cultural and artistic milestone 
that you have made possible. 
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